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THE ENGLISH TEACHERS COLUMN 

[Conducted under the Auspices of the North Carolina Council of English 
Teachers by Miss Eleanor Stratton, Head of the Department of English 
in the Asheville High School.] 

1V/T R. C. A. HIBBARD, Chairman of the Commit- 

^ tee on Minimum Essentials of English Compo- 
sition, sends us the following good news : 

1. The state committee reporting on high school 
course of study adopted the minimum essential report 
we made for high schools and that part of our pro- 
gram is already printed in the North Carolina High 
School Manual. Negotiations are under way for print- 
ing the whole minimum essential schedule completely. 

2. Three state colleges have voluntarily agreed to 
make a statement in their catalogues to the effect that 
they want their students to have met the requirements 
of this minimum program. Other colleges, no doubt, 
fall in line. 

We owe it to Mr. Hibbard also that we have the 
following poem to insert : 

The Teacher Muses 
R. J. Gale 

Year after year they come to me, 
These children, with questioning looks, 
Year after year they leave me, 
As they leave their outgrown books ; 

And I wonder sometimes if I've taught them 
Just some of the worth while things, 
Just some of the things they'll need in life, 
Be they peasants, or poets, or kings. 

Of course, they've learned civics and history, 
And how to divide and add, 
But have they learned that these are not all 
That make life sad or glad? 

Have I taught them the value of smiling 

When things are at their worst? 

Have I taught them there's nothing that helps like a song 

When the heart seems ready to burst? 

Have I taught them the joy of clean living? 
That Honor is better than Fame? 
That good friends are the greatest of treasures? 
Wealth, less than an untarnished name? 

Have I taught them respect to the aged? 
Protection to those who are weak? 
That Silence always is golden 
When Gossip bids them speak? 

Have I taught them that Fear is a coward 
Who is beaten when they say, "I can !" ? 
That Courtesy ranks with Courage 
In the heart of the real gentleman? 

Have I taught them those things and the others 
That will help make them brave, kind and true? 
If I have, then, I care not if they tell me 
That Irkutsk is a town in Peru ! 



Poems for Special Purposes 

Poems Emphasizing Courage and Perseverance 
Under Difficulties 

The Kings — Louise Imogen Guiney. 

The Frozen Grail — Elsie Barker. 

Euchenor Chorus — Arthur Upson. 

All of the above found in Rittenhouse's "Little Book 
of Modern Verse." 

Worthiness — O'Malley. In "Songs of the South." 

Work — Angela Mosgon. 

Columbus — Joaquin Miller. 

Both found in Richard's "High Tide." 

Heaven Is Not Reached in a Single Bound — Holland. 
In "Poems Every Child Should Know." 

Poems Which Emphasize Making Use of 
Opportunities 
Opportunity — Sills' Poems. 

The Narrow Window — Coates. In Richard's 
"High Tide." 

Home Reading Lists 

I do not know whether all teachers are familiar 
with the "Report of the Committee on Home Read- 
ings," published by the National Council of Teachers 
of English, but it is a sixteen page pamphlet giv- 
ing a fairly comprehensive list of books suitable for 
home reading for high school students. It is well 
worth the ten cents charged for it. The fiction list is 
good and covers a wide range. The drama and essay 
list could be improved by broadening the scope of the 
reading. There are a number of good essays and 
dramas which appeal to high school students which 
might be profitably added to these two lists. The same 
might be said of the poetry list. Why should Mase- 
field and Noyes be the only two poets of today sug- 
gested for high school reading ? There are certainly a 
few other modern poets or if you prefer the term 
present-day poets, well and good, I should not quarrel 
with you over the title — whose works appeal to high 
school students. When the seventeenth impression is 
made (the one I have at hand is the- sixteenth impres- 
sion of August, 1922), I hope these three lists will be 
considerably enlarged. 

Meeting of National Council of English Teachers 

Do not forget the meeting of the National Council 
of English Teachers at Chattanooga during Thanks- 
giving. This is the first time that the Council has met 
at a place near enough for it to be convenient for 
North Carolina teachers to attend. Let us show. our 
appreciation by sending a big delegation to Chattanooga 
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at Thanksgiving. If you are thinking of going, write 
for particulars to the .National Council of Teachers of 
English, 506 West Sixty-ninth Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

Editor's (Apology 

I think I hear someone saying that he thought that 
the English Column was to be run for the benefit of all 
teachers of English. Yes; the editor realizes fully 
that that was the intention of the English Council when 
the appointment was made; but please remember the 
editor is a high school teacher and unless college and 
elementary teachers send her material for the column, 
she will naturally follow the line of least resistance and 
make the column perforce a high school English teach- 
ers' column. We wish to thank Professor Hibbard for 
the first contributions to the column. 



THE SPANISH COLUMN 

Conducted By DR. S. E. LEAVITT 

THE ANSWERS to the questionnaire sent out 
this fall have been mcst encouraging, and, as 
was to be expected an increase in the number of stu- 
dents has been reported. It is also significant that a 
large percentage of the students who graduated from 
high school last June entered college this fall. The 
answers to the question regarding grammars show that 
Hill's and Ford's is by far the most popular grammar 
in the state, while De Vitis is favored by three schools 
and Espinosa and Allen's Grammar by a like number. 
The texts used in reading are as varied as can be 
imagined, no two schools being in agreement on this 
point. 

Twenty-three schools have sent in reports. 

Alexander Graham High School, Charlotte, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Hoyle Rucker and Mrs. Helen Laughlin — 275 students. 

Ashboro High School, Grace Frazier — 47 students. 

Asheville Normal, Delfido Cordova and Esther Daw— 149 
students. 

Asheville School for Boys, E. E. Greenwood — 35 students. 

Blue Ridge School, F. L. Blythe — 17 students. 

Broadway High School, E. H. Crain — 33 students. 

Davidson College, Prof. Fred K. Fleagle and Mr. Augustin 
V. Goldiere — 275 students. 

Elon College, Victor M. Rivera and Miss Alice Barrett — 
32 students. 

Flora McDonald College, Mrs. C. W. Ewing — 80 students. 

Greensboro College, Elizabeth Weber — 35 students. 

Guilford College, Hedwig H. Hoffman — 23 students. 

High Point High School, Carolyn Crool — 115 students. 

Louisburg College, Josie Foy — 17 students. 

Mars Hill College, Cornelia Howell — 83 students. 

North Carolina College for Women, David R. Touriel — 
175 students. 

North Carolina State College, Prof. L. E. Hinkle and O. W. 
Wilson — 104 students. 



Oak Ridge Institute, W. F. Lewis — 20 students 

Oxford High School, Lina Pruden — 46 students. 

Queens College, Anna West — 70 students. 

Reidsville High School, J. Minor Gwynn — 129 students. 

Salem Academy, Mrs. L. L. Wenhold — 21 students. 

Scotland Neck High School, Elizabeth Kitchin — 10 students. 

Trinity College, Prof. Manuel Lopez — 100 students. 

University of North Carolina, S. E. Leavitt, A. A. Shapiro, 
Herman Staab, F. J. Hurley, T. M. McKnight and W. A. 
Pickens — 317 students. 

Wake Forest College, Prof. J. H. Gorrell, Asst. Prof. P. H. 
Wilson — 72 students. 

Warrentown Graded and High Schools, Gladys Gordy — 9 
students. 



The report of a large number of students entering 
college this fall with credits in Spanish brings up the 
question of a closer contact between the college and 
the preparatory school. The high school teacher's in- 
terest in the student does not, and should not, cease 
with graduation; and the college teacher's interest 
should go beyond the mere entrance of the freshman 
into his class. If the college student gives evidence of 
unusually good preparation and makes an excellent 
record the high school teacher ought to know about it. 
He would then be encouraged to maintain the standard 
of instruction on the same high plane from year to 
year. Furthermore, the satisfaction of learning that a 
former pupil has done well in a higher institution is 
one of the finest rewards of the profession. On the 
other hand, if a student does not measure up to the 
college requirements it is not unlikely that the high 
school teacher does not know exactly what is expected 
in college classes. This of course suggests a "standard" 
high school course, a problem which will be the subject 
of later discussion. But whether a "standard" course 
can be satisfactorily outlined or not the college and the 
high school will mutually benefit by closer contact. 
Would it not be a good beginning for the college in- 
structor, or Spanish department, to keep a record of 
the student's preparation, make it a point to know who 
his former instructor was, and, if the student does ex- 
cellent work, inform the high school teacher of this 
important fact? 



Two Spanish conversational clubs have been formed 
at Davidson College among the students. These clubs 
meet semi-monthly and conduct all their meetings in 
Spanish. 

A Bible study class in Spanish has been organized 
among the advanced Spanish students at Davidson. It 
has an enrollment of about thirty members and is con- 
ducted by Mr. Emilio J. Bosch, a native of the island 
of Cuba. The class is studying the regular Sunday 
school program of the year. 



